JAPANESE LANGUAGE REFERENCE - VER. 2018/11/22 


1 Introduction to Japanese 


This document is the result of my notes and refer- 
ence guide while learning the language. I provide it 
here for free under the CC BY-SA license. You can find 
the latest version at http: //dendory.net. If you find 
any mistake or want to send your comments, feel free 
to contact me at dendory@live.ca. Copyright 2018 
Patrick Lambert. 


1.1 Alphabets 


The Japanese language uses 3 different alphabets: 
e Hiragana 
e Katakana 
e Kanji 


Hiragana has 46 characters and is similar to the 
English alphabet. It’s used to construct sentences, 
along with connecting words. Katakana follows the 
same pattern and is used for English origin words, 
along with words that you want to put emphasis on. 
Both are phonetic alphabets. Kanji are characters 
which come from the Chinese alphabet and are used 
for words of Chinese origin. There are over 10,000 kan- 
jis but you only need to learn about 2,000 for fluency. 


1.1.1 Hiragana 


CSE ae eae ae sei 
Za ji Zu Ze ZO Ta ri Tu re 1@) 
| al! ae ee ee mi) x 
ta | chi | tsu] te | to || ya yu yo 
Z)/6B)]a;¢/]e] b ee 
da | ji | zu | de | do || wa wo 
| le | %& | da | A 
na ni nu ne no n 


On top of the regular symbols, you can also make 
additional sounds with a smaller version of certain 
symbols. For example, & & is kiyo while & & is kyo. 
The > symbol can also be used to double a consonant. 
For example, “? 5 |" (as I thought) is spelled yap- 
pari. Another important phonetic note is that the u 
vowel is often omitted. For example, C7 (is) can be 
spoken as desu or des, while © 97 2 9 (high school) 
can be written koukou but sounds like koko. 


1.1.2 Katakana 


l 4 ry hai a #\ ee .: ~ TR 
a i u e fe) ha | hi | fu | he | ho 
W| Yo.) OR | aD a en ee ees 
ka | ki | ku | ke | ko || ba | bi | bu | be | bo 
WT) 7 oe \\ ot x e 7 “ nN 
ga | gt | gu | ge | go || pa | pl | pu | pe | po 
4 7 A bk} V Y ~ Ly A ad 
sa | shi | su | se | so |} ma |} mi | mu | me | mo 
Fly] ATR) YY | >] ol ov] ef] a 
za | ji zu | ze | zo ra | ri | ru | re | ro 
J | F Yo | Fk Vv = 4 
ta | chi} tsu | te | to || ya yu yo 
| F JF | Fy] Rk 7 Tz 
da | ji | zu | de | do || wa wo 
+ = x A ) wy, 
na | ni | nu | ne} no n 


The sounds are just like the Hiragana version, only 
with different symbols. On top of the notes above, the 
— symbol can be used to double a vowel. For example, 
47 —* (cake) sounds like keeki. 


1.1.3. Kanji 


There are many kanjis and they all have several 
sounds. Some are simple like H (day, sun) or 7K (tree). 
Some are made up of several simpler kanjis like #® (for- 
est) being composed of 3 trees. Some look like objects 
like #4 (car) which looks like two wheels on the side of 
a vehicle, while others don’t really look like much of 
anything, such as 2 (cloud). 

The way they sound depends on whether the kanji 
is paired with other kanjis, such as H 4X (Japan) be- 
ing spelled as IC IZA, or whether they are paired with 
hiragana or katakana characters, such as © H (this 
day) which is spelled <MU. A single kanji can have 


many spellings, and only context determines which 
spelling to use. It’s also possible to determine what a 
compound word means based on its components, such 
as fk [< 9 UD] (holiday) being composed of f 
(rest) and H (day). 


1.2 Numbers 


The basic number system in Japanese employs the fol- 
lowing digits: 


e O [h\3] - zero 


e — [\»5] - one 

e — [Ic] - two 

e — [aA] - three 
e MULL, KA] - four 
e fi [C] - five 


e 7\ [4<]- six 

e t [L5, #2] - seven 
e /\ [1x5] - eight 

e JL[<, & 9] - nine 

e + [UC } - ten 

e A [U* <] - hundred 


e | [+A] - thousand 
e Jj [\35 XA] - ten thousand 


To create any number, you can use a combination 
of these symbols. For example, the number 73 is C 
+= [L6U 2A] while the number 21,318 is — 7 
FHAtT/ [CHA SAUL <U wlL5]. Note that 
some numbers are spoken in a slightly different way, 
such as 300 is = & is spelled 2A U* < instead of 
aAU* <. Another important thing to note is that 
Japanese uses counters. This typically starts with the 
number, followed by another symbol, depending on 
what you’re trying to count. For example, counting 
people you would add A [UL A] to give you: — A [WU 
& | (one person), — A [3.72] (two people), = A 
[a A ICA] (three people), JY A [KIC A] (four people). 
In this case, one person and two people have their own 
spellings, but after that you just add. . . ICA. For 
objects, the counter is 2 which gives you: —72 [WU 


& 2] (one object), = [4.79] (two objects), =O 
[A> 7D] (three objects), YD [EK + D] (four objects) 
and so on. 


1.3 Sentence composition 


To create sentences once you know the alphabets, you 
also need to know about a few basic components of the 
Japanese language. These include the politeness level 
and honorifics, particles, copula and word order. 


1.3.1 Honorifics and politeness 


Japanese people are a very polite species, and as such 
the language has several levels of politeness. Depend- 
ing on who you ask, there can be up to 4 or 5 lev- 
els, although usually it’s enough to understand the 
difference between casual and polite speak. Typi- 
cally, speaking casually will be quicker, words will be 
shorter, and many words can be omitted. Slang is also 
considered casual, and honorifics will change as well. 
When talking to someone or about somebody, the 
& % 72 (you) word is rarely used. Instead, you’re 
expected to use the person’s name or title with the 
proper honorific. Here are the most common ones: 


@ A - Common honorific for people of 
your status. 


@ so 


e... &@2& - Very polite, used for elders or God. 
e... <A - Casual, used for guys. 
ee... 5A - Casual, used for girls. 


» tA - Casual, used for little kids. 


@ so 


Always use the name or title, followed by the 
proper honorific. For example, when talking to a girl 
named Sakura in a casual way, you can say 2 <¢ 5 
4% <A. When talking to a stranger named Hiroshi, 
you would use 04UL 2X. You can also switch them 
based on how polite you want to be, like bh22A 
(older sister, polite) and bia 25 © A (older sister, 
casual). 

On top of different honorifics and sentence compo- 
sition, words (especially verbs) will also change based 
on whether you’re being casual or polite. For ex- 
ample, £4 (eat) is the casual version, while 
~X J (eat) is the polite version, also called the 


masu form. Here is the verb conjugated both ways: 


BS [EA] (to eat) 
I eat I don’t eat | Iate Eat! 
BXS BRN Sete RNC 
AXA | RAZEA | RAELE 


Verbs have a past and non-past tense. There is no 
future tense, instead the context is used. 

Finally, you will see the suffixes 72@\3 and C& 
\3EF added to certain words. For example, |i k 
4 (good morning) can be made more polite by saying 


BED CoAT. 


1.3.2 Particles 


In English, the word order is always fixed. Also, we use 
spaces in order to clearly separate words. In Japanese, 
word order is flexible, and there are no spaces in 
Japanese books. This means words have to be identi- 
fied by particles in order to see the context. These are 
the most used particles: 


e ld (spelled ’wa’) - Topic marker, follows the sub- 
ject of the sentence. 


%. (spelled ’o’) - Object marker, follows the ob- 
ject of the sentence. 


h* - Object marker for action verbs. 


e |< - Location marker, follows a static location 
where something is. 


e ¢ - Location marker, follows a location where 
an action occurs. 


e 2 - Possessive marker, basically the same as ’s. 


For example, if you have the name Sakura and the 
sentence has this person being the subject, the I< par- 
ticle would follow. Similarly, if #\ [472 L] (1, myself) 
is in the sentence, but the subject is an object I own, 
you would use the ® particle. Two additional parti- 
cles of interest that can usually only be found at the 
end of sentences are #a (isn’t it?) and & (yo) which 
are ways to be more expressive. For example, 9G 
Fda (it is so, isn’t it?). 


1.3.3. Word order 


The word order in English is SVO (subject verb ob- 
ject). However in Japanese it’s SOV (subject object 
verb). So when you would normally say Sakura eats 
cake, the Japanese version would be @ <¢ 5li7—*¥ 


% f2XXF (Sakura cake eats). The sentence can be 
divided in the following parts: 


e & <5 - Topic 

e |< - Topic marker 
e 7—* - Object 

e % - Object marker 
e NEF - Verb 


1.3.4 Copula 


A copula is a way to link subjects to predicates. Basi- 
cally, the word € 7 2\: ¥F (is) which is used to end 
sentences when the verb of the sentence is to be. In 
common usage, it’s shortened to @¢ for polite con- 
versations, and 72 for casual ones. For example: #\lt 
HA AC@F (I am Japanese) contains the subject # 
[7 L] (I), the 1k topic marker, the object HA A 
[IcIZA. UL A] (Japanese) and the copela CF (is). 

Note that the subject is often dropped when it’s 
obvious from the context. So in this case you would 
just say HAS A@-4F. It’s also commonly used when 
talking about yourself. For example, if someone asks 
HIUMIFA &] CF (how are you?) you can answer 
JEM CF (I am feeling well). Similarly, when intro- 
ducing yourself you should say your name followed by 
¢qF. In a casual setting, you can use 7 instead, or 
skip the copela completely. 


1.3.5 Common expressions 


There are a lot of common expressions that you will 
hear countless times in a typical conversation with- 
out any real relation with the topic of discussion. 
These are ways to agree with someone, think addi- 
tional points of conversation, or exclaim excitement. 
Here are some of the most common expressions: 


° 29 Cth - It is, isn’t it? 

e <7 CTP - I guess it is. 

e 514 - I knew it! 

Zab, TAIZ" -I see... 
eok - I did it! 

e bD. .. - Uhm... 

e kb 57 - That was good! 
VUV@d ha, VV - That’s good. 


e 5k 5k fF] 5 T - Wait a moment! 
e &59 @ - Go ahead. 

e PLS, b*% - I wonder. 

e WER AEKT - Let’s eat! 

e Lx nya - It can’t be helped. 

© KKK [BVU & 9 3] - I’m alright. 
e CHH CE - Same here, likewise 

e 72x & - It’s no good! 

e PAIL 5 T - Good luck! 


The word \\. (good) is an adjective used in a lot 
of sentences to describe something that is OK or good. 
% 9 (so) means the same in English, while KX [72\3 
U & 9 3] (I’m alright) starts with the word K [64] 
(big), used in many sentences to imply a strong sense 
of something. For example, &f[¢]&~@F (I like you) 
versus A[7E\}4F[F] & CF (I love you). 

=< & %4 means over here, while 56 k 5 
e in 56 & > © FF > CT means a little bit. 


fF 2 [XD] (to wait) 
I wait I don’t wait | I waited Wait! 
fFO FFU | FROZE frac 
FOEKRFT | FOKXtVA | HOEXLE 


1.3.6 Pronouns 


The words I and you aren’t used much in Japanese for 
two reasons. First, the subject is often omitted when 
the context makes it clear. Also, you’re expected to 
use the person’s name when you know it, even if you’re 
talking directly to them. Still, there are several pro- 
nouns that can be useful to know in certain situations: 


e fi, [D7] - I, myself 

e 1l€<, BH - I, myself (only guys) 
e H&E - You 

e XA - You (casual) 

e HE [d7 LE 5] - We 


For example, you can say #\H lL RR IC iT a 
ELE [HELeESHBUEIAKICWAEL 
7<] (We went to Tokyo). Since the verb doesn’t 
change in the plural form (in this case {7 <¢ is in 


the past, polite form) then the subject is required. 


47 < [v<] (to go) 
I go I don’t go I went Go! 
11 < TPEV | AToF i126 
TaKG | (TAKA | TAKLE 


1.4 Greetings 


Greetings are among the first thing you may want to 
do in Japanese, and what typically begins a conversa- 
tion. 


e JAUMXLCT - Nice to meet you. 
e HUAMIFA &] CF» - How are you feeling? 


© KAL< Silt vyyvyl FF - Let’s do our 
best. 


e 14.459 - Good morning. 

e CAIC SIE - Good day. 

e CAILA IS - Good evening. 

e {T[\]o CR[A] EF - I'll be back later! 
e Ux Xk - See you later! 

e EVE - I’m back! 

e pa[t>2] - Welcome back! 

e HF A - Good night. 


The expression {7 3 CXF (I'll be back later) 
uses two common verbs, to go and to come. They are 
often used alongside other verbs to indicate an action 
you’re about to do. 


HA [<4] (to come) 
I come | I don’t come | I came Come! 
KS KEAN Rr KT 
KET | KKA Sea Lye 


1.5 Asking questions 


Any sentence can be changed into a question by adding 
b> at the end. For example, AVEIET AV AAT 
¢ (You are American) can be changed to a question 
with HREIET 2) 7A SHH (Are you Ameri- 
can’). Note that 7 4") 7 is in katakana since it’s a 
foreign word. 

While adding > at the end of a sentence will au- 
tomatically make it into a question, there are specific 
words that you need to know in order to ask some of 


the most basic questions from other people. Here are 
the most common ones: 


e fay [7e1c, A] - What? 
eo & = - Where? 


e &5 - How? 
e afé [721] - Who? 
e &h - Which? 


e \\7> - When? 
e MS, Ze, YI LT - Why? 
e \3< 4% - How much? 


The most common of these is {uJ [ 7A] (what) 
which can be paired with other words to ask ques- 
tions. For example, # [22] (years old) can be used 
to ask someone’s age like this: {uJ Cd b>. The word 
IFF [UL] (o’clock) can be used to ask the time like this: 
fal FF S-> >. To ask someone to repeat an answer, say 
% 9 —FE [}IV95 E] (once more). 

When talking about doing something, the verb 
¢ 4 (to do) comes up often, usually paired 
with other verbs. It can also be used in sim- 
ple sentences like: #@ lt LX F (I will do it). 


$4 (to do) 
I do I don’t do | I did Do! 
TS LAV VI xd 
LEG | LEA Lek UTE 


For simple questions, you may be able to answer 
with |£\V% (yes) or \3\V3Z (no). For more complex 
ones, you may need the verb to be to say that someone 
or something is in some state, or that something exists. 
This is actually divided in two verbs in Japanese: \3 
4 is for living beings (humans, pets) while 44 is for 
objects. It’s not rare to use H) KF (is) or HY *E 
tt A (is not) as positive and negative affirmations. 


d4% (to be) 
It is It’s not It was Be! 
AD TEVA hor Eaed 
HVEXGT | AVEVA | HV ZLE 

\V¥% (to be) 

Tam Tam not | I was Be! 
\VXZ VIZEV VaZe VT 
WEF |WVEVA | VWELE 


2 Basic concepts 


After covering the basics of constructing words and 
sentences, there are still plenty more basic abstract 
concepts such as telling time and referring to groups 
of people. 


2.1 Time and dates 


FF [& &] (time) can be told using FFiA] [U b> A] 
(hours) and 4} fi] [3s A )’A] (minutes). To say a 
specifc time during the day, you would use the number 
of hours, followed with FF [U] (o’clock), and then the 
number of minutes with 4p [3:A,, 4A]. For example, 
3:17 would be =F+4}. To say and a half you 
can use *# [ILA]. So 2:30 would be — (FFF. You can 
also add seconds with f¥ [U & 9]. The act of look- 
ing at a clock would be FRZt@ HA [LIFVYR AD]. 


5LZ [ASD] (to look) 
Tlook | I don’t look | I looked | Look! 
HLS FEZEVY bie KET 
RET | REA HELE 


For dates, here are the important words to know: 
e A [U, Ic 5] - Day 

e ja [L » 9] - Week 

e A [2 &@, 27, IF] - Month 

e A(X L, kA] - Year 


So to tell a _ specific date you would use: 


201946158 [2 FH+HLBA THOT EIC 45]. 


2.1.1 Days of the week 


These are Monday through Friday, along with the work 
week and weekend: 


e dali] [L 9 byA] - Work week 
e WK [L 9X7] - Weekend 


e Allg [ttOkK9 UI - Monday 
e ‘Xi A [by k 9 WY - Tuesday 
e AEA [Vs kK 9 UV - Wednesday 
e Ale A [%< & IU - Thursday 
e 48H [AIC KI UV - Friday 
e tle [YX k IW - Saturday 
e AHlgA [ic6&9U - Sunday 
[ 


2.1.2 Months of the year 


Months are the number 1 to 12 followed by H [h*7]. 
So January is —] [\»5h*9], February is FAA [Icon 
2], March is =A [AA b* 9], April is YA [KAD 
>] and December is —+-Ff [IC U ® bY]. They are 
also often written with numbers, such as 6. 


2.1.3 Specific times of day 


Here are a few more useful terms for narrowing down 
a period of time: 


e & [\x&] - Right now 

e SH [& & 9] - Today 

e FH [dS] - Morning 

e FAy [CHA] - AM 

e ‘Ta [CC]-PM 

e 7% [k4] - Night 

e HEH [EAL & 9 UI - Birthday 
e (KH [& 5 U7] - Holiday 


6 AM would be translated as “-Aij6IFF. You can ask 
what time is it right now? with SRC tp [VER 
AL CF]. To say you’re looking forward to a spe- 
cific time or event, you would say 48L Alc [EZMLA 
Iz]. 


2.1.4 Relative dates 


You can use (XK [2 &] (next) to speak about an up- 
coming event or time. For example, to say in the next 
5 minutes you can use /KM54} fH. But when speak- 
ing about specific dates, you would use these specific 
terms: 


e HHA [AUF] - Tomorrow 

e FA [&D 4] - Yesterday 

e 7A [XVI 45] - Every day 

e ld [5\sL w 9] - Next week 
e Fcid [tA L w 9] - Last week 
e fg-ld [X\sL w 9] - Every week 
e KA [5\3xlF>] - Next month 
e 30H [HAF] - Last month 

e 7H [K\V3I A] - Every month 


e RAR [F9 UDC] - A few days later 


To say a specific date in the next week, for example 
neat Tuesday, you would use ~iD ‘AH A which lit- 
erally means nezt week’s Tuesday. To say tomorrow’s 
morning you would use Hf HMA. You can also spec- 
ify a time period with #5 (from) and XG (to) with 
the following structure: 6IFF H> 5 8FF XC (from 6h to 
sh). 


2.2 Groups 


Grouping people, objects or locations can be very use- 
ful when referring to things. There are common words 
and symbols used throughout this section to refer to 
people, places and things. 


2.2.1 This, that, that over there 


These are 3 useful words to refer to things: 
e On - This 
e <n - That 
e dh - That over there 


For example you can refer to an object in the 
sentence CN wets [C1 % Kt] (I read this) 
or CN emt (FN kts) (1 read that). To 
refer to a specific item, replace %t with %, like 


this: CORG@RE [CMA REB (I read 


this book). You can also use < < to mean here. 
wets [kts] (to read) 
I read I don’t read | I read (past) | Read! 
wuts ek UV wer wth C 
MAKS | MAKGA | MAKLE 


2.2.2 Crowds 


The following terms refer to crowds, specific people in 
the crowd, specific objects or specific locations: 


e AAA [ICIZA U A] - Japanese 
e SKA [bsvxU A] - Foreigner 

e EF [AA ZX] - Everyone 

e GX - All 

e V5 1d \3 - Lots 

e Geb» [72th] - Someone 

e Ge CD [72M CH] - Anyone 


e Gé® [7221] - No one 
e ©“ =>» - Somewhere 
e © 2 C% - Anywhere 
e © 1C% - Nowhere 
e fal p> [ZICH] - Something 
e fi Ch [ZA CH] - Anything 
e fa % [412 B] - Nothing 
feat 


Note that in some cases —~ can also mean 
someone as in FFP RA Cah TD [AA RHz 
\a 2% li ZF] (does someone speak English?) 


aad [lt 2%] (to speak) 
I speak I don’t speak | I spoke Speak! 
aud atic AV) aL 7 BAL C 
mLAG |aeLRCA | BLALE 


2.2.3. Me too, also, however 


A few more sentence structures are needed when deal- 
ing with multiple people, objects or events. First, you 
may want to say me too with the phrase #\% [7 
L %]. This can also apply to other people, for exam- 
ple 2 <5 aA. To specify multiple people, you can 
use the & character between subjects: fit 2 < 51k 
f£-<4 (me and Sakura eat). The same can be used for 
multiple objects: 7—*5 &7N 4 HFA CF (I like cake 
and pie). In the case of past-tense events, you would 
instead use & & or 725. To say something such as 
you can use & )* suchas: CEA LPT HAS 
¢ (I like things such as cake and rice). 

In order to say but you can use @®% at the start 
of a sentence or I+ © at the end of a sentence. |+ 
¢ is also used when the second sentence is implied, 
to soften the first. You can also link two sentences 
together with Lb» L (however) or #1 (despite 
that). 

If you’re answering a question or commenting on 
a statement, you can start the sentence with ff i°IC 
[72 L wm Ic] (surely) in order to agree with the state- 
ment, or 4IJIC[~I1C] (separately) to disagree with 
the statement. For example, someone tells you AS ‘4/2 
nev! ZA eBICP DVN !] (really cute!) but 
you disagree, you can say JjlJIc ! To follow a thought 
with another, use 725 > (therefore) or L © (then). 


2.2.4 Family members 


A number of words can be used to describe family 
members, or family related things. 


e Auk [DS <] - Family 

e MHS [IF > ZA] - Wedding 

e *& [7 &] - Husband 

e # [DE] - Wife 

e BLSAA [HEISA, 545] - Father 
e BEA [BPHSA, ldld] - Mother 
e BHAA [HUVYSA] - Grand father 
e bEAA [BILHSA] - 
e HUSA [HlcvVyS A] - Older brother 
e MSA [Haz SA] - Older sister 

e {HAX [IX < L ® <] - Brothers 

e Mik [L XV] - Sisters 


Note that honorifics can also vary here. SB ufia A 
(older sister, polite), b4ti& X (older sister, very po- 
lite) and S4fi5 ~ A (older sister, casual) are all valid, 
depending on how close the two family members are 
to each other. 


Grand mother 


2.3 Feelings and emotions 


Here are some of the most common adjectives used to 
convey ZF5H [A 5] (feelings) and *8#\» [BBV] 
(thoughts) in a casual conversation: 


e HV [DV] - Cute 

e jake [A219] - Beautiful, clean 
e MAV. [62 LAVN9] - Interesting, funny 
e RLV [7M LVI] - Fun 

e KAW (HHA - Big 

e SL [FCL - Small 

e LV [FNLV\3] - Happy, glad 
0 KEG [15 293] - Cool 
e KA [LoNV, UEV - Rude 
e TEL [V3 aL VI] - Busy 

e IKLVY [HP LV] - Suspicious 
e BiL\9 - Delicious 


e FUR [do hs* ¥] - Selfish 

e (LV [eS UVa] - Friendly 
e INCAS [DPNTA] - Tired 
e@ Jv» [V37E\3] - Hurt 

e Rvs [byl CV] - Smart 

e fives [Cc HV] - Scared 

e iv. [X53] - Hate 

e Wf [FA] - Like 

e JVs [OAV3] - Vast 


vu 


e \V3, EV - Good 


e HV. [4 | - Bad 


e FAI [724 <] - Corrupted, depraved 

e FOV, lS LV [FILS LV3] - Amazing 
e HEL Va [te Td LV9] - Difficult 

e fi [DA A] - Easy 

e Hit a> L Vs [ld hs LV] - Embarrassing 

e Hya [ld-eva] - Fast, early 

e FEV. [47\3] - Slow, late 

e Cid [L A 1£\3] - Worried 


Most of those adjectives can be used to describe 
the state of someone or something. For example: *K 
REA CF (I love it), Gv» SF (I hate it), Bev Ss 
(it’s cute). They can also be changed to the past tense 
by replacing the last \» with #27 7 like so: #35 
72 CF (it was cold). They can be inverted by adding 
U © vy or ¢ 2) like so: VV UE © ZV (not good), 
oJ Vs ¢ 7%V (not cute). Finally, you can add #A 
A (totally) in front to put emphasis on the adjective. 

Some of the adjectives come from similar verbs, and 
others can be used to convey something else. For ex- 
ample, J¥4VT 4 [DPAVTA| (tired) can be changed 
to KIRN S EF [bIMPNS>S E] (good job), because 
it’s assumed that if you are tired, then you probably 
worked a lot. Similarly, Japan society typically keeps 
emotions much more private than in the west, leading 
to the concept of AFF [IZA 2] (real feelings) and #4 
AU [72°C XZ] (public face). 


2.4 Mimetic words 


The Japanese language has a large number of mimetic 
words. These are words that sound close to an ac- 
tual sound, to describe the event which produces the 
sound. Here are some of the most popular ones: 


e & Xe - Heart beathing 
e 3.D3d - Fluffy 

e 1IZA1ZA& - Warm 

e EAZU4, UUL - Stare 
e KLE - Luck 

e PN-ON - Phew 

e —24=—23 - Grin 


e 4545 - Oh dear 


2.5 Colors 


haAagang a Ee 
9huvee 
1. # [2] 


— 
rN 
eS 
Fi 
Vv 
Si 
1 
Q 
je} 
Be] 
oO 
oO 
A 


Ea - Yellow 
2. EL 7 - Pink 
3. FLY Y - Orange 
4. 7k [HD] - Red 
5. XE [t>5 2A] - Purple 
6. FF [HH] - Blue 
7. 7L— - Grey 
8. #[< 4] - Black 
9. » TY - Cyan 
10. i [AX] - Green 
11. $R [XA] - Silver 
12. A [L4] - White 
13. 4 [&A] - Gold 

| 


One thing to note is that many things that should 
be green in Japanese are actually called blue. For ex- 
ample, a green street light is #§ (blue) even if the phys- 
ical light is green. The same applies to #7 [HA L Iz] 
(blue lawns) and FH [44 A <] (blue apples). 


2.6 Body parts 


ys 


BC], BOF - Man, guy 
BAZ], LMF - Woman, girl 
Hr &] - Head 

- Hair 

%] - Eyes 

lt %] - Nose 

< 5] - Mouth 

| - Hand 

7 @| - Arm 


ee Se Sk 
S40 Mm we St 
= 
* 


10. $5 12f\3 - Breasts 


11. HE [145] - Belly 
12. ffl [AL], US - Legs, lap 
13. je [HL] - Feet 


2.7 Requesting help 
Sometimes things go wrong. Here are words related to 
asking for help, danger and other annoyances: 

e AXA - Excuse me 

e fa%V» [HV] - Danger 

o Fhe [LU © E], MA &K< AV3 - Nuisance 

e MeDItT [A RVIItTT| - Be careful 

e CHA BAN - Sorry 

e &”) bx 45 - Thanks 

e AAV. [PA ZV] - No problem 


When requesting something, it’s usually best to 
say please. There are two words for it: < 72 @\3 
and BHAVL ES [BhbvyL KF]. The first is 
used when asking for an item or an action, while 
the second is used when requesting a service or 
wanting to sound more polite. For example: ff] 


FTC HSW [EFI T< LSV9] (help please). 


BNA [72 FIF4] (to help) 
T help I don’t help | I helped Help me! 
iilpes iipacan BAT 7 Bt-C 
PIF ES | MHRA | PFE 


2.8 Directions 


‘You can ask where a specific location is in two different 
ways: Horlt & 2 SF» (Where is Tokyo?) or HAL 
IM{FTAPEVINM CF (I want to go to Tokyo). Note that 
any verb can be changed into a desire form by adding 
72\) at the end. So {7 < (I go) becomes {7 & EV) (I 
want to go). 

The following are useful to know when trying to 
find the way somewhere: 


e 4 [A&] - Right 
e tf [U7EY] - Left 
e HoE< [k> 7 ¢] - Straight ahead 


For example: FRILE CF [2 SILVEY CF] (the 
station is to the left). 


3 Education 


This section deals with the concepts of AA [& & 
JV. <] (education) and 43: [X & 33] (to study). 


ss [EER] (to study) 
I study I don’t study | I studied Study! 
es Slt AT Ae 
FURS | SHURA SUELTZE 


Here are a few basic school related terms: 

e KR [b¥> 2 9] - School 

e fake [2 9 25] - High school 

e Hz [5 w 9 85 24] - Middle school 

© KR [72\. 085 <9] - College 

e tH [tA V3] - Teacher 

e 4E [bs < ttV3] - Student 

eo Wet [9 w 9 bs < +43] - Foreign exchange stu- 


oe REF [D> 295 & 9] - School principal 
e 2H [29 1LV3] - Junior 

e FH [+A ILV3] - Senior 

e alGe [LITA] - Exam 

e (EAR [t¢V3.3. <] - School uniform 

e 4g [Vs &] - Student council 


0 EEA [vy V5 &] - Student council 
president 


Note that #¢4E (teacher) can be used for anyone 
more knowledgeable than you, while EA [LUA] 
or Y A%¥— (master) is used for people in position of 
authority. Levels in a school are also referred to as 
4EE [da ++\3] and used as a counter: —4E4 (first 
grade), —4F“F (second grade), —*F4E (third grade). 


3.1 Classroom 


Japan schools are all built along very similar plans 
and concepts. The morning starts with % — 
J, JL — 2, (homeroom) which is when the 7¢ 4 
(teacher) describes the events of the day. Af 
terward, a “¥°4E (student) will spend the remain- 
der of the day in the same classroom, except 


for specialized labs, with teachers swapping rooms. 


1 + 


. AZ [& & LD] - Classroom 
. ANAK [CS < ILA] - Blackboard 
_ RY, BEF [L & 9 U] - Door 
KF [CA U & 9] - Ceiling 


K& [devs] - Floor (counter) 


HL [> < 2] - Desk 
fF [Vso] - Chair 
FRE [A k 9b &] - Textbook 
% [& ¢] - Window 


Most doors are [a -—- (sliding door) as op- 
posed to the western style - 7. Time spent 
in class typically involve A(R Ee 7D. o [A & 
JL & # bh 4] (understanding the text- 


paren ep we yp 


book) through repetition and memorization. 
Ay? S [dA] (to understand) 
IT underst.. | I don’t und.. | Understood Under..! 
NWS TDS BV ayb 5 Te ay 5 
NP) 2 | DMO SEA | SY SL | 


The verb 7¢%°4 (to understand) can also mean 
to know in certain cases, like when you’re ex- 
pected to know something and you remember it. 
Otherwise, the verb to use is #1 4 (to know). 


flZ [L4] (to know) 
I know I don’t know | I knew Know! 
FIZ FID BV Fils 7 Fil > C 
AYES | MVKRA FIN ELF 


3.2 Library 


1. OSA [& UL & eA] - Library 
2. AHA [ZA 7 2%] - Bookshelf 

3. AX [IZA] - Book 
4 
5 


. Ae [LL &] - Librarian 
. AL, SSE [2A UA] - Pen, pencil 


3.3 Lunch 


For lunch, most schools in Japan have either the *¢ 
[& 9 L & <] (school lunch) which is a school pro- 
vided lunch at a the 77 x 7 ') 7 (cafeteria), or stu- 
dents bring their own #°4 [A & 9] (boxed lunch) 
which they eat in the classroom. 


3.4 Clubs 


After class, most schools have mandatory #biG [43> 
] (club activities). Some popular clubs include #FE 
[<° & m 5] (baseball), #LAK [L @ 5 & 4] (soccer), 
FIA [Cw 7 LA] (judo), RIE [IFA &5] (kendo), 
F=A (tennis), Aik [FVZV3] (swimming) and # 
id [LU & &9] (calligraphy). These clubs often partic- 
ipate in SC{EAR [8A be S V9] (culture festivals). Some 
expressions of victory include “P 5 7 (yay), Ko 
(that was good) and J fi# [) & 9 b°v3] (roger). 


4 Outdoors 


4.1 Weather 


Telling the KZ [CA &] (weather) in Japanese is 
fairly easy. Temperatures are in Celcius and you can 
describe the overall weather using the following words: 


e W [HX] - Rain 
e 2 [A] - Snow 


eo ly 


(laa 
21< d 


- Sunny 
- Cloud 


e Jal [Ds] - Wind 

e JR\s [HV] - Hot 

e Fs [Sd] - Cold 

0 HDs [HEED] - Warm 

° ese [5 < 5\) - Lightning 

e Gi [7e\93.9] - Typhoon 

e ih [LU LA] - Earthquake 

e EUR [AA & w 9] - Emergency 
e Waaw [LU & 91Z 9] - Information 


You can ask for the weather with AHA KA) 
Rite CTH [KLIN TAR KEIALA CTD] 
(What is the weather forecast today?) The answer 
could be  @F (It is cloudy) or VYUIKR Mca * 
(The weather will become good). 

You can also describe the weather in relation to the 
various seasons: 


° & [ILS] - Spring 
EZ [&7] - Summer 

° - [HS] - Autumn 

e & [4.0] - Winter 


4.2 Animals 
Here are a few common animals you can find outside: 
e fi [ac], TH [Cia C] - Cat, kitten 
e X& [\ 3%] - Dog 
e [9 L] - Cow 
e HE [db] - Duck 
e AE [< &] - Bear 
e [9 2a] - Rabbit 


4.3 Natural landscape 


a Se oe a ee 


[~ &] - Mountain 
[72I<] - Valley 
[2s 45] - River 

[72 &] - Waterfall 
[9 A] - Ocean 
[&] - Tree 

[V4] - Rock 


ares #b [A] - 


City 


. Bi [ts da] - Building 


J ikknN[(E Xn] - 


2 
3 
4. 76 [Ud] - Light 
5 


. If [AS] - Road 


Stop 


Note that the verb ik KS [& KX 4] (to 
stop) means to stop as in a vehicle on the 
street, but Ik 4 [© % 4] (to stop) is more 


commonly used for 


giving up or_ resigning. 


IEMA [CHS] (to stop) 
I stop I don’t stop | I stopped Stop! 
ILS ILO BWV TEM Ee Ew TC 
TEMES | IEMEKA | bMOEXLE 


4.5 Methods of transport 


mi® [3.4] - Step 
Hi [< 4 &] - Car 
YI» — - Taxi 


Ge [CAL &] - 
. WH [No lL] - 
& [44a] - Boat 


POI ane wy o 


. 2XA- Bus 


ACTHE [& <5 8] - 


Ss 


Airplane 
Electric train, subway 


Train 


. BiH [UTA L |] - Bicycle 


Japan travel is typically done by train. 
Other useful train-related terms include BR [2 
&] (train station), #& [% A] (line) and 4] # 
[A> 8], FT +b (ticket). To say you will 


72% [74] (to sell) 
I sell I don’t sell | I sold Sell! 
JUD Fo TEV st7 Te Te C 
ToD KST | TeNEGA | TEV ELE 


4.7 At the shrine 


walk somewhere, use the verb 4% < [HH <]. 
a < [HS <] (to walk) 
I walk I don’t walk | I walked Walk! 
ARS ARIE VTE HVS 
PART | FAKGHA | FAKLE 


4.6 At the store 


Japanese people follow very traditional values. The 
two main religions are {\#{ [3:50 & & 9] (Bud- 
dhism) and ##iH [LA & 9] (Shinto). Unsur- 
prisingly, ## i [UC A UL ] (shrines) can be found 
in most locations. These are places of safe- 
keeping for sacred relics and where people pray 
to fH [hy A] (God) and wish for good fortune. 
Many ceremonies are performed at shrines, such 


1. J [A+] - Store 


2 
3 

4. Hl [DILA] - Bag 
5. Wl [72%] - Shelf 


There are many popular stores in Japan including 
a> ¢= (convenience store), I-e —Y 3 v F (cof- 
fee shop), Ez [DA 3:22] (grocery store), faze 
[A ZR] (fish market), PEs [Sf He] (liquor store), 
AX [lZ A ~P] (book store) and A—?\— (supermar- 
ket). 

The act of shopping is HV Wt 4 [be 
\.%” go 4], while the verbs are HD [b> 
9] (to buy) and 32 4 [9 4] (to. sell). 
HD [dt 9] (to buy) 

I don’t buy | I bought 
=o) HbA Boe 
Bvxkta | BvkLE 


Buy! 
oe 


as Judy» [* < 1£5.\3] (cleansing of bad luck). 
41 B [V4] (to wish) 
I wish I don’t wish | I wished Wish! 
ies Moe tor ime 
MVEF | MVEA | MYVELA 


Here is some more vocabulary related to traditions 
and secrets: 


e tM [UW AD] - Secret 

e #R [© < & <] - Promise 

e {KI+4# [\£1t BD] - Ghost, monster 
e Ale [TA L] - Angel 


4.8 At the restaurant 


Meals are typically served as a series of bowls con- 
taining various types of food. These are eaten 
with iid [lat L] (chopsticks) and shared among the 
people sitting at the table. A popular FA CILA 


[a & S1L A] (breakfast) meal may look like this: 
P 7 F) 


1. SNBES [7% EF C-LA] - Egg omelette 
2. HES A [CA Sh] - Grilled fish 
3. +» /- Fermented soybeans 

4. 4) [D1+ BO - Pickled vegetables 
5 

6 


» CAR [CIEA] - Rice 
. OKIE [A€ L 4] - Miso soup 


can be served with *K [AF] (wa 
ter), #4 [A214] (liquor) or BA [4 5 ©] (tea). 


fKts [Mts] (to drink) 
IT drink I don’t drink | I drank Drink! 
ERED PREV PRA TE PKA SG 
MART | MAKGA | MAELE 


Some more popular meals, mostly used for snack 
and “FZ [aA] (dinner), may include: 


e BICA - Rice balls 
e > L - Sushi 

e SCA - Oden 

e AL — - Curry 


4.9 At the office 
Here are a few common words useful at the office: 
e 2% [MVsL ©] - Company 
e SLE [Dsl ©\xA] - Office worker 
e {tS [L Ce] - Work 
e IY Uts—%¥-— - Computer 
e 7')\ ¥— - Printer 
e A441 - Email 
e Gil] [vs L] - Business card 
e at [CA d] - Phone 
e tA </ENHE [tA OVA be A] - Personal stamp 


fil < [175 <] (to work) 
I work I don’t work | I worked Work! 
(8 < DEV V7 VC 
Maks MAXtA | MAXLE 


5 Inside the home 


A traditional Japanese 4 [\ 2] (home) typically 
starts with a Xf [IPA pA] (entrance) area where 
visitors are expected to remove their shoes, followed 
by one or more rooms for daily life. This often includes 
at least one ‘a’ [72724] (tatami) room, which is a tra- 
ditional Japanese straw floor covering. The entrance 
is also where 7L > (presents) are typically given 
by guests as a sign of appreciation. 


5.1 Living room 


1 oa ~ 


1 JVRY ML—d - Living room 

2. Wee [KA HK <] - Curtain 

3. TLE - Television 

4, 1-—t—F—T) - Coffee table 

5. J 77 — - Sofa 

6. Ae—*A-— - Speakers 

7. F—-LIay*/— - Games console 
8. 7yy ay - Cushion 


Some common expressions are modified slightly in 
Japanese. For example, turn on the light is 5% 2 
IFC [CA & DIF TC] (use the electricity) while turn 
off the light is BM2iIK LCT [CAS IF L T] (erase 
the electricity). Also, the concept of a living room with 
western style sofas is a new idea. Typically, people 


would sit on the floor around a kEK# [I ¥ °Y), which 
would often be the only source of heat in the room. 


W779 [773] (to stand) 
I stand I don’t stand | I stood Stand! 
WO WEB Wott iva 
VERT || MoReA | eSaLE 

EZ [FDA] (to sit) 
I sit I don’t sit I sat Sit! 
JNEZ AES ZV E> fe JME 5 C 
ENED | BOERA | BOELE 


5.2 Bedroom 


1. 122 [LA L2] - Bedroom 


bo 


. he [L & 9 UL] - Sliding door 


=> 


3 
4. '& [72724] - Tatami carpet 
5. BE [P<] - Wall 


Most traditional Japanese houses have a ‘a’ covered 
floor, however in modern homes this may be found 
only in the bedroom. Beds are also fairly rare, with 
people preferring to sleep on 4fif] in the middle of the 
room, and storing them away in a closet during the 
day, which gives more space for day time activities. 


124 [taJ] (to sleep) 
Isleep | I don’t sleep | I slept Sleep! 
{24 Esra) V7 JeC 
WET | KA ELE 

ila Z [HAZ] (to wake up) 
I awake I don’t awake | I awoke Wake up! 
HAD fA BV HLS 7 ELS 
fA | MAKGA | MAKLE 


5.3. Bathroom 


Most Japanese bathrooms are divided in several rooms 
for increased convenience. The | 4 (toilet) typi- 
cally has its own room, then you have a room with 
one or more + » 7 (sink), and finally a wet room 
with the » + 7 — (shower) and iff [K <] (bath). The 
bath water is often reused between family members. 
Note that bathing is very important to Japanese soci- 
ety, and you can find a lot of #i% [#A & 9] (public 
bath) and im [6A +A] (hot spring) throughout 
Japan. While many homes have a Jti#eKE [tA 75 
&] (washing machine), most people use a drying line 
to dry their clothes on the balcony. 


5.4 Kitchen 


+ FY - Kitchen 

feast [L & 5 AZ - Cupboard 
(iH [AVS 9 <] - Fridge 
A-—Ty - Oven 


.BFLYY [CALNAL] - Microwave 


of oe ie oe of 


BE< [© <] (to bake, grill) 
I bake I don’t bake | I baked Bake! 
KE < BED ZLVY EV TE BEV YC 
BEXH | RMEAEGVA | BAEXLE 


6 Activities 
6.1 Health 


The most common word related to health is 7E% [\F 
A &] (healthy, energetic) which can be used in the 
following ways: 


e BIL CFP - How are you? 

e 7Uxi7eka - I am well (casual) 

e WCF - Tam well (polite) 

e TUM Vs - I am not well (casual) 

e Uxhd) XA - 1am not well (polite) 


There’s no direct way to know whether these sen- 
tences refer to someone being sick or simply being out 
of energy, other than context. To refer specifically to 
health, use the words f= [It A <9] (health), fet 
hy [ItA 29 T&A] (healthy) and fk [h» 4 72] (body) 
like this: 

e fate HY A - This person is healthy 

© OSLAAISHEREHY CF - Hiroshi is healthy 


eo FDA LD ISERICVIVI CF - Exercise is good 
for the health 


eo Ty TUISKICVYVY CF - An apple is good for 
the body 


e 7—*X lS (KIC K < *Vd - Cake is not good for 
the body 


Other words to describe more serious conditions in- 
clude Ji [U & &] (illness), fA [FEV & 9] (well- 
ness) Jib [Us 9\A] (hospital). They can be used 
like this: 


e JG WCF - I'm ill 
e fA ARV CF - I’m feeling bad 
e J@CICV 5 7 - I went to the hospital 


FL [LQ] (to die) 
I die I don’t die | I died Die! 
eal ML ZV Sth TE Liane 
MILK | MICHA | HICKHLE 


6.2 Communications 


Most people have a cellphone and can text using SMS, 
although the most common way to chat is using LINE 


or Twitter. The easiest way to ask for contact informa- 
tion is with the sentence Miah oAH2 CTC [CA DITA 
294 2ZT] (can you tell me your phone number). 
To ask someone to repeat, you can use } 5 & M5 < 
) afi LC < 72 S\)9 (speak more slowly please). If you 
know that you’ll be using a specific application such as 
LINE, you can ask for their 2¢f#@ [<= 9 b»A] (contact) 
information with: LINE%¢}#@L & 5 (let’s swap LINE 
contact information). To take a break, you can say: 
ePTAKL £7 H (let’s rest) 

Here are common sentences used while chatting 
with friends: 


e B14K 5 - Morning! 

e JUM? - Are you well? 

e SHV KE! - Nice weather today isn’t it? 
e 77h - Yeah it is. 

e Sf} UC? - What are you up to now? 

eo FL ER CS - I’m watching TV 

e CMAN TS - I’m eating 


e Skies & OA - I’m about to head home 
now 


e SRICHA & SJ - I’m about to leave home 
now 


e WIC 47 < - I'm going to the cinema 

e RHIC 17 > 7% - I went to the cinema 

e StU LV & - I’m busy right now 

e fis Z - I’m working 

e HHH SVs CS ? - Are you free tomorrow? 


e HHA EB IC{r hs ZA & - Tomorrow I have to go 
to work 
e LigA &\.CS? - Are you free Saturday? 


—4 


e © 247A? - Where do you want to go? 


e IY C=f{7PeBW»? - Do you want to go to the 
convenience store? 

e &/ www - lol 

Note that {7 #»72\ (not go) usually implies a nega- 
tion, however when used in a question it is a way to 
suggest doing something. It’s a softer way to say 2 
Ye=fFC (let’s go to the convenience store). The 
same applies for any verb. 


Also, adding &%& or 7%. at the end of a verb 
implies that you have to do something. For example: 
SRE Cla S RAS [FEC ECCH 25S] (I 
have to go home by 5 o’clock) or (AML ZA © [L w 
< EVIL BS *] (I have to do homework). 


6.3 Traveling 


Whether this is your first time in Japan or you’re try- 
ing to navigate some immigration paper work, here 
are some useful sentences to know when arriving at 
the airport: 


e XAK—bh S/VYL EF - Passport, please 

e &4 2 - Here you go 

e AT VILE SCT - Where is your hotel? 

e LZCk& CTP - Are you here for business? 

e PALI CTH - Are you here for sightseeing? 


You may also need to know various words that you 
can find on signs, usually indicating specific locations 
or actions: 


e HEA [L m5 Oo < LAS] - Immigration 

e Bik [tV3aA] - Customs 

e SiS PCICPIIITE NU &] - Bag 
gage claims 

e #1 ¥— 2+ 0 - Terminal 1 

e (h# [L ® 5 1t7] - Departures 

e We [4 95% <] - Arrivals 

e EN MARN [M) DXHA HV - Connecting 
flight 

e HO [eC] - Exit 

e FO, Ad [tm & <4] - Entrance 

e DI£") - Going up 

e <72- Going down 


Once on the ground, it’s good to know that Japan 
is divided into Hy [51Z 9] (regions) such as BY 74 
f7G (Kansai region) and JB, Iff [It A, 3.] (prefec- 
tures) such as stiff (Tokyo prefecture). Train travel 
is the most common form of transportation on the 
ground, operated by various regional companies, and 
large towns are connected by the #rH#he [L ADA 
A] (bullet train). 


6.4 Shopping 


Japan is a very cash focused society, so Bi4> [ITA & 
A] (cash) is still the standard when going shopping. 
However, credit cards are becoming more popular, es- 
pecially in larger cities. To find out if the place you’re 
at takes credit cards, you can ask 7 LY vy hiPTVR 
lt (8§ 2 XH» (do you take credit cards). You can also 
get PASMO cash cards at any EK [2 &] (train station) 
which can be used to pay for train tickets, subways, 
but also at some vending machines and stores. 

When you’re out shopping, you may want to ask = 
MLV» < 5 SF (how much is this) while pointing 
to an item. For clothes, sizes are referred to as M+ 
4 % (size medium). So if you want a specific item in 
another size you can say M4 4 An sd) HTH» (do 
you have it in size M). To purchase a specific quantity 
use the object counter 2 like 7 [4.7279] (two ob- 
jects). For example, ©71@ JO SHVYL EF (I will 
take two of these). 

Vending machines are also typical of Japan society 
and contain not only sandwiches and drinks, but also 
clothing, electronics and hot meals. 

Here is a typical dialog between a restaurant owner 
and client when placing an CVE XM [C5 9 BA] (or- 
der) for ANY [NY] (food) and MAY [MAY 
| (drinks): 


e455 LeVyX+ - Welcome 
e MAtKCTHY- 
e _A€¢t - Two people 

e FAXtA - Excuse me 

e CyYEMIL - What are you ordering? 
e 974% - Your recommendation 
e At CHITA IE - Let me show you 


FNTHZ CH [Plt 5 oz CTS] - I made a mis- 
take 


e On< FAN) - This, please 
Bib” <7aSV9 - Seconds, please 
e XPT - Leave it to me 


How many people? 


Note that &!F74 can also be used along with an- 
other verb like this: Ht C HITS [A THIFS] (I 
will show you) or H2z THIFA [BLZTAHIFA] (I 
will teach you). 

Reading prices can also be useful. This sentence: 
Lf] 50 0FW+8. LR» 7A (6 MALAY) 

8 0 0 0 FJ+fit says that a single {lil (piece) costs 
1500 FJ (yen) plus fi (taxes), while a *.y 7 A (box) 
which contains 6 pieces costs 8000 yen plus taxes. 


6.5 Manga and anime 


While it’s hard to classify V2 77 (manga) or 7 = 
+ (anime) into a specific category, we’ll focus more 
on the ”cutesey” type that is typical of this style of 
entertainment. 

Here are some words you can hear in this context: 


e HZ [BZ] - 
e 24 - Heart melting 
e (\ [224] - Heart 
e Huai [bby S] - 
e KK [PMU &] - Girlfriend 
e #K [PNL] - 
e IEF [Va] - 
e YY FL - Tsundere 
e VY FL - Yandere 

e XX - Idiot 

© ZK LAAN] - 
© Zs 5be5K- 


A popular saying in a maid caffee would be HH 
2, HZ, & » A! (moe, moe, kyun!) which ba- 
sically means something is cute and heart warm- 
ing. In a more action setting, an anime char- 
acter could say #\ lt IE# CF (I am justice). 


Precious 


Memories 


Boyfriend 


Justice 


Perverted 


Transformed into 


7% 4 (to become) 


I become | I don’t become | I became Become! 
BA HH BVI Rak B55 T 
BZMVEF | BVEGA “ye LE 


6.6 Quantities 


HIF SZ (to give) 
I give I don’t give | I gave Give! 
HITS HIFAV DIP FE HITT 
HIFKRT | HITHEHA | HVELE 


When talking about measurements, Japan uses the 
same metric system as the rest of the world, so it’s easy 


to translate such numbers. On top of precise quanti- 
ties, the following words can be useful when speaking 
of one or more objects: 


e oN - All 

e o-# - Sliced, diced 
e }5+ - More 

e ¢XZ - Too much 

e fe [Kt] - Mixed 


6.7 Control panels 


One interesting part of Japanese home life is dealing 
with control panels to operate common devices such 
as the bath, shower, toilet and A/C. Most of those 
use buttons covered by kanji. Here are some common 
symbols found on these controls: 


e ikl, [9 A CA] - 
e tA [AY DZ] - 
e ¥47-— - Set timer 
w< <j- 
ZIUBA]- 
JERS [BvyPER] - 
Be [MV3iz5] - 
Se 2A o]+ 
AE [BA &]- 
ae 

[72 

[< 


Turn on/off 


Switch mode 


e Warm water 


in 


Hot water 


Reheat 


au ~ 


Cool air 


Hot air 
Set temperature 
) - Bidet 


Oma aS ee 


2\3] - Large amount 


e /)\ [<] - Small amount 


